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Téna koe Lesley i nga dhuatanga o te wa
Thank you for your letter dated 10 October 2011.
In response to your questions. The Maori Party:

-supports the continuing work of Health Workforce NZ and will advocate to
ensure that the necessary resources are provided to implement its programmes. We
are supportive of initiatives to provide national leadership and co-ordination of
workforce training and development across the health and disability sector.

-acknowledges that health outcomes depend on all health professionals,
including medical staff to help bring them about. In order to address medical
workforce shortages and improve the retention of doctors in the workforce, we
support voluntary bonding to reduce fees for medical students, providing for
increased funding for health workforce training; and professional development; and
an increase to recruitment and retention programmes to attract students into the
health sciences.

.advocates to alleviate the burden of student debt for medical students by
promoting interest-free student loans and a voluntary bonding scheme.

-acknowledges that the policy on the seven year loan cap, which will potentially
impact on 20-30 per cent of medical students is restrictive, but that this will help to
prevent national debt levels.

He whanali pakari, hielhapuora




-will promote implementation of a plan to address the social determinants that
impact on health inequities in this country by a commitment to the rollout of
Whanau Ora. Whanau ora calls for an integrated approach, requiring agencies to
co-ordinate and collaborate, and thus it promises efficiencies in service delivery.

-will address the relatively low health status of Aotearoa’s children by promoting our
policy of free preventative health care to those under 6 years of age. Children and
young people should not be excluded because of their whanau employment status,
ability to pay or where they choose to live.

-will commit to greater rationalisation of DHBs and support the separation of
the funder provider roles of the DHBs as long as it does not impact further on
health inequalities. We have promoted a review of the duplication of corporate and
administrative functions between hospitals, PHO's and DHB'’s, and whether there are
any savings available if duplications were removed.

-will advocate for greater regional/national coordination of services. The Maori
Party will also investigate a co-management model for Maori statutory
representatives on DH'’s to increase their influence. There should be new DHB
representatives to be appointed by the Minister responsible for Maori Health.

-the Maori Party advocates for a high quality public health system, which is
generally free or low cost and accessible to all, and always aims to improve co-
ordination to work together, especially to review the duplication of corporate and
administrative functions between hospitals and private facilities. Primary healthcare
must provided at the earliest stage possible to optimise treatment, and outcome,
quality of life and cost effectiveness.

-advocates that private healthcare needs to be regulated to ensure that it achieves
standards set by the country, mainly regarding safety, value and efficiency.

-acknowledges that general practice continue as the core of the Primary Health
Care Strategy.

-acknowledges the provisions of 24/7 services continues to be a critical issue
for primary care, particularly in rural areas. We will investigate development
pathways for the unregulated workforce (community health workers).

-will ensure equitable access to health services for all New Zealanders by the
development of appropriate national policy frameworks within which services are
delivered.

-acknowledges that through more government funding, doctors should have
the ability to conduct and participate in research. The Maori Party will encourage
collaboration between medical professionals to increase clinical research in
Aotearoa. We seek to establish a priority investment fund for Maori research and
development.

-will improve maternity services for whanau by ensuring that staff are highly
qualified and trained, both Maori and non-Maori, in this essential health area.



-acknowledges that the provision of maternity services requires further government
funding.

-acknowledges that primary maternity care is brought within the PHO environment,
and will actively consult with professionals to ensure this is addressed.

-will advocate for a reduction in waiting times for many elective procedures, by
ensuring that Aotearoa is able to train and retain its own specialists, or attract the
best skills from overseas.

-acknowledges that Pharmac has to balance cost with clinical efficacy, when making
decisions about funding medicines. It is essential that a thorough consultation
process takes place with professionals and all other stakeholders for the best
decision possible.

-acknowledges that the provision of additional funding to allow Pharmac to extend
the range of medicines it purchases is critical for positive patient outcomes.

-will review relevant legislation and regulations with a view to changing any
inflexibility in the process.

-acknowledges that the introduction of compulsory insurance and/or provision of tax
relief, may assist the outcome of health in Aotearoa.

-acknowledges the introduction of subsidised premiums and/or a community rating
system, to assist the outcome of health in Aotearoa. And to investigate the provision
of tax relief on premiums.

In summary:
In all of these issues Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi and the partnership between the Crown and
Maori is acknowledged in terms of positive health outcomes for both Maori and non-
Maori. Health is a basic human right. We will continue to advocate for the social,
cultural and economic development and wellbeing of Maori, for the benefit of all New
Zealanders.

Heoi ano

Hon Tariana Turia
Co-leader of the Maori Party

Attached : Maori Party Health Policy
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