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________________________________________________________________
All newborn babies

 Symptoms/signs of sepsis*         Asymptomatic

   Full sepsis evaluation and                   ‡ GBS risk factors
empiric antibiotics for > 48 hrs†                      [OR : Positive GBS screen at 35-37wks]

           Antibiotics > 4 hrs           Routine
             before delivery care

     > 35 wks gestation      <35 wks gestation   <35 wks gestation‡‡           > 35 wks gestation‡‡

         No tests                 No tests Consider FBC¶,         No tests
                No antibiotics          No antibiotics          blood cultures and     No antibiotics
              Observe > 24 hrs Observe > 48 hrs    antibiotics    Observe > 24 hrs

  in hospital or home    in hospital           Observe > 48 hrs        in hospital
          in hospital

___________________________________________________________________________
* Signs of sepsis include respiratory distress (tachypnoea, grunting, subcostal recession),
apnoea, an oxygen requirement, pallor with poor peripheral perfusion, fever > 380C or an
unstable temperature, and acidosis.
† At least a full blood count, blood cultures and, when feasible, a lumbar puncture. A
penicillin and an aminoglycoside are the antibiotics of choice.
‡ Group B streptococcus risk factors (see Fig. 1).
‡‡ There are insufficient data upon which to base a single management strategy for situations
where intrapartum antibiotics are indicated but not given.
¶ FBC, full blood count.


